Pope Pius XI
Mussolini, believing Imperial Rome was responsible for
the spread of Christianity, must have a rather doubtful
belief in the real divinity of the religion to which he
belongs. But in spite of this and other fundamental
differences, these two men, and probably these two men
alone, were the right people to bring about an agreement,
Pius XI, terrified of Bolshevism, saw in Mussolini a worth-
while weapon to fight it. An intensely patriotic Italian,
he was also most anxious to see Italy completely Catholic,
To obtain this, freemasonry and anti-cleiicalism must be
suppressed. Lastly, he was intensely ambitious to develop
the influence of the Church as an independent sovereign,
and he was becoming daily more frightened of the growing
influence, in the councils of the Church, of the U.S.A. and
the New World as a whole.
Mussolini on the other hand was and still is determined
to revive Italian Imperialism. He has said on more than
one occasion that he wants to use every possible weapon
to help this Italian advance. He feels quite certain that
the Catholic Church, which he calls the National Church
of Italy, is there to help him in his work, and this has made
him determined to include Catholicism in Fascism,
This made him anxious to get rid of anti-clericalism, and
he was also essentially against freemasonry., this largely
because of his dislike of Left-Wing Bolshevism. Quite
openly he has compared his regime to a Bolshevism of the
Right. Lastly, determined to increase Italian influence
throughout the world, he feels it essential that Italy should
be better understood in the New World. Who could
do this better than the Italian patriots? (and there were
millions of them living in the United States.)
It was in the early summer of 1926 that the big Eucharis-